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Guest to be seated 

The President, DA-IICT has nominated 
Ambassador T. S. Tirumurti, BoG member to preside
over the 18th Convocation ceremony

Declaring the Convocation open by the 
Ambassador T. S. Tirumurti and Invocation by students

Conferment of Degrees by Ambassador T. S.Tirumurti

Award of President’s Gold Medals by the Chief Guest 

Address by Ambassador T. S. Tirumurti

Convocation address by the Chief Guest, 
Professor Brij Kothari, a social entrepreneur who is
globally known for his frugal innovation, the ‘Same
language subtitling (SLS)’ to enhance mass literacy and
founder of Book Box Inc. and Planet Read

Declaring the Convocation closed by the 
Ambassador T. S. Tirumurti

National Anthem 

Dinner 
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Convocation Flow

1. The procession enters the venue
The audience rises and remains standing until the Chief Guest and
dignitaries are seated.

2. Declaring the Convocation open 
Ambassador T. S. Tirumurti declares the Convocation open.

3. Invocation by students

4. Dr. Tathagata Bandyopadhyay, Director DA-IICT presents the
annual report

5. Conferment of Degrees
Dean (Academic Programs) presents the candidates, in the following
order of the programs, who come forward and receive the Degree
individually from Ambassador T. S. Tirumurti :

Candidates for Ph.D Degree
Candidates for M Tech (ICT) Degree
Candidates for M Tech (EC) Degree
Candidates for M Sc (IT) Degree
Candidates for M Sc (DS) Degree
Candidates for M Des (CD) Degree
Candidates for BTech (ICT) Degree
Candidates for B Tech (Honours) ICT with Minor CS Degree

Candidates of all the programs rise.

Ambassador T. S. Tirumurti : " By the authority given to me by the
Board of Governors, DA-IICT, Gandhinagar, I confer on you the Degree
of Doctor of Philosophy/Master of Technology/ Master of
Science/Master of Design/ Bachelor of Technology of DA-IICT,
Gandhinagar. I also confer the said Degrees, in absentia, on those who
are not present today. I charge you all that in your life, by word and
deed, you prove yourselves worthy of it:'



6. 

8. 

9. 

7. 

Address by the Ambassador T. S. Tirumurti, BoG
member, DA-IICT

1O. Convocation concludes

Convocation flow

       Graduating Students take the pledge 

11. National Anthem

12. The procession leaves the venue

Award of the “President's Gold Medals”

Signing of the Graduation Register

Convocation Address by Professor Brij Kothari
Chief Guest 

The Executive Registrar places the register for
signature of Ambassador T. S. Tirumurti.

Ambassador T. S. Tirumurti declares the Convocation
closed.

The audience rises and remains standing until the
procession exits the venue.

Students who have been awarded the President's
Gold Medals for scholastic performance and
standing first in their respective programs come
forward and receive the medals from the Chief
Guest.

"I pledge that in my life by word and deed, I will prove
myself worthy of the Degree conferred upon me." 

3 

18th
Convocation 



Invocation 

4 

18th
Convocation 



6 

Ambassador T.S. Tirumurti dedicated 37 years of his illustrious
career to the Indian Foreign Service, from 1985 to 2022.
Notably, he served as the Ambassador and Permanent
Representative of India to the United Nations in New York from
2020 to 2022, where he presided over the UN Security Council
in August 2021. Before this significant role, he held the position
of Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs, overseeing affairs
related to Arab countries, Africa, development partnerships, and
economic relations.

Throughout his diplomatic journey, Ambassador Tirumurti left a
lasting impact in various global arenas. His assignments included
crucial roles in Cairo, Geneva, Gaza, Washington D.C., Jakarta,
and serving as India's High Commissioner to Malaysia from 2013
to 2018. Notably, he was India's first Representative to the
Palestinian Authority in Gaza from 1996 to 1998.

Within the Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi, he handled
responsibilities involving neighboring nations such as Bhutan,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, and Maldives. His role as the
Head of Division for the United Nations showcased his
commitment to international cooperation. Ambassador Tirumurti
was also India's key negotiator for Climate Change-related issues
for several years.

Presently, Ambassador Tirumurti serves as a distinguished
member of the Board of Governors for DAIICT, Gandhinagar.
Additionally, he holds the position of Distinguished Professor at
the Indian Institute of Technology Madras, Chennai.

Beyond his diplomatic achievements, Ambassador Tirumurti is
also a prolific author, having penned three insightful books.

We are delighted to welcome Ambassador T.S. Tirumurti to our
Convocation ceremony, where his wealth of experience and
wisdom will undoubtedly inspire and resonate with our
graduating students.

The President  DA-IICT has nominated Ambassador T. S. Tirumurti, 
BoG member, to preside over the 18th Convocation ceremony

Ambassador T. S. Tirumurti

18th
Convocation 



7 

18th
Convocation 

Prof. Brij Kothari and his team have innovated,
researched, and nationalized the use of ‘Same language
subtitling’ (SLS) (SLS) on Bollywood film songs on TV,
for enhancing mass reading literacy in India. He laid the
foundation for the SLS project as an Associate Professor
at the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad
(IIMA) in its Centre for Educational Innovation in 2002.

Prof. Brij is an Ashoka Fellow and the President of
Planet Read, a non-profit involved in scaling SLS efforts
in India and other countries. He is also the CEO of Book
Box Inc, a for-profit social venture producing children’s
animated stories in more than 25 languages. He co-
founded Planet Read.org and BookBox.com as Reuters
Digital Vision Fellow at Stanford University.

Prof. Brij grew up in the Sri Aurobindo Ashram at
Pondicherry and went on to get a Masters in Physics at
IIT Kanpur, a Masters in Development Communication
and a Ph D in Education from Cornell University. His
doctoral research was on conservation of local
knowledge in Andean Ecuador.

Prof. Brij has now established Planet Read to spread his
work across the globe. He has been working full time on
making SLS a global phenomenon to achieve mass
literacy in every region by subtitling the music of other
countries.

Chief Guest , Professor Brij Kothari



Chief Guest's speech

Education, Serendipity and Purpose

I am deeply honoured to be speaking today at the Dhirubhai
Ambani Institute of Information and Communication Technology
(DA-IICT), one of India’s finest institutes. Thank you, Board of
Governors, for this opportunity. A very warm welcome to parents
and families!
If you’re wondering who I am or why I was chosen for this
privilege, so am I. I asked my astrologer, ChatGPT, and pat came
the reply, “Sir, main bhi confusia gaya hoon. Aap to bade ordinary
aadmi hain!” Perhaps the point is to hear from an ordinary person.
Ordinary people are sometimes a greater force for good when
their efforts synergize. A Tsunami, after all, is made up of water
molecules with gravity as its force. Graduates of DA-IICT, you are
the molecules of change you want to see in this world. May you
find the force. “May the force be with you.”

Allow me to share some stories from my life and I hope they
resonate with you.

Good happens at the intersection of education and values

I was born in Nanded, the youngest of four boys, to a Marwari
baniya father and a ghoonghat sporting, semi-literate mother. My
parents were migrants from traditional Rajasthan in search of a
livelihood in Maharashtra. Like most parents, they wanted a good
education for their children. To them, it meant a value-based
education. Their search – half a century before Google – led them
to Sri Aurobindo Ashram’s International Centre of Education in
Pondicherry. I got shipped at age six to join my brothers at a
boarding school, 1000 km away from home. We absolutely loved
it.

The school has no exams, all the way from kindergarten to
college. The pedagogy centers around a philosophy of ‘integral
education.’ Academic learning is rooted in developing a love for
learning and not learning for tests. In practice it means small
classes and progressively greater choice of subjects, teachers,
and depth of study. Physical education was next level: two hours
of sports every day, seven days a week, modeled after the
Olympics. We participated in athletics, gymnastics, swimming and
all the team sports you can imagine. Layer onto this the option of
pursuing the self’s inner work through music, dance, drama,
meditation and, of course, an ocean of Sri Aurobindo’s tomes for a
lifetime of inspiration.
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How did my traditional parents from Rajasthan, making a simple
living in Maharashtra, make such a bold decision to send us to a
school so far removed from their physical, social, and cultural
geography? I may never know. What I do know is that their
decision gave us the gift of an education that broadened our
horizons in unimaginable ways while raising our aspirations from a
narrow focus on livelihood to redefining life as a search for
something bigger than oneself. I am sure your time at DA-IICT will
similarly impact your life in deeply positive and wholesome ways
because that’s what a good education does.

As your compass into the future, consider Sri Aurobindo’s words,
“The first principle of true teaching is that nothing can be taught.”
By implication, everything can be learned. Or as Yeats is thought to
have said, “Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a
fire.” Surely, by now the fire of curiosity and imagination is raging
within you for a lifetime of learning. As you will soon walk up to
collect your degrees, ask yourself on that path, is that fire for
lifelong learning kindled in you? If not, turn around and walk back.
Parents, I’m joking. All is well.

Discovery needs a walk through serendipity

After completing my education in Pondicherry, equivalent to a
bachelor’s but no degree to show for, I somehow got an admission
to IIT-Kanpur’s master’s programme in physics. Their entrance
exam – including a written test and an interview – was my life’s
very first exam. Credit to IIT-Kanpur for even allowing me to go
through their entrance process because all other IITs had refused
– no degree, no marksheet, no point. Where all the IITs followed a
standard script, IIT-Kanpur saw value in a school off the beaten
path. Since there was anyway a two-stage entrance process, they
created space for an oddball.

You will all someday be in positions of authority and the oddball
will show up in the form of a person or idea that does not fit the
mould. Individually or institutionally, you can take the easy route
and slam the door because you have the power to. Or you can take
the harder route and make a considered judgement that is flexible,
even if open to some risk. My hope is that you will judiciously
consider the latter sometimes. The bet that IIT-Kanpur made on
me allowed me to mainstream my education and gave me an
opportunity to study at Cornell University in the US.

At Cornell I chose to get another master’s in communication and
then a Ph.D. in education. “Wait, what happened to physics,” you
might ask. Quite simply, I loved the subject, but the subject did not
love me back, so I pivoted. It’s generally good advice to do so in
academics or in matters of the heart. Speaking of the heart, even
though I spent a decade at Cornell to get my degrees, in my
defense, I also found two life partners: 1) a fellow-student from
Kerala who seemed equally lost at the time, and 2) an idea that
grew into a life obsession.
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The grace and ease with which my traditional Rajasthani
parents accepted our Mallu-Marwari and Hindu-Christian
union only reinforced for me that ‘traditional’ does not mean
conservative and closed-minded, just as ‘modern’ does not
automatically mean ‘liberal’ and open-minded.

The most broad-minded person I’ve ever known in my life,
who could embrace difference and diversity with the ease
with which she wore her ghoonghat (or did not later in life)
was my mother. She prayed every day to a set of gods she
inherited at birth but lived a life knowing that god is a force
that is far more expansive and inclusive than any one
religion. She lived Sri Aurobindo’s wisdom, and I quote, “If a
religion is not universal, it cannot be eternal. A narrow
religion, a sectarian religion, an exclusive religion can live
only for a limited time and a limited purpose.”

Back to my other life partner – an idea I’ve been married to
for the last 28 years, now widely known as Same Language
Subtitling, or SLS. The story is longer than I can do justice to
here and you can read about it elsewhere. What I can do is
share some vignettes that served as unexpected
steppingstones to my work on SLS.

It all began with a $99 coupon in the mail from Continental
Airlines for a round trip ticket from anywhere in the US to
Ecuador. That was a godsend for a student who loved to
travel and needed a research topic. Literally after landing in
Quito, still carrying my backpack, I walked into a family
restaurant downtown. Cotopaxi, breathtaking snow-capped
volcano just shy of 6000 m, towered over the city. Just as I
finished my lunch, Gloria, the matriarch who ran the
restaurant asked me, “Where are you from?” “India,” I
replied. She froze momentarily and decided that she would
not charge me. Then she asked me if I needed a place to
stay. As a matter of fact, I did. So, she offered a guest room
at her home at no charge. That evening, over dinner with
Gloria’s large family, she began narrating her story.

Several years back her daughter, who happened to be dining
with us, had a brain tumor. The family scrounged for
resources and somehow managed to get her to the US
through a distant Ecuadorian connection who was married to
an Indian surgeon. He went out of his way to help them out.
The surgery went superbly, and the daughter returned to
Ecuador to lead a perfectly healthy life.

Gloria had been carrying a sense of gratitude for an Indian
all those years. I just happened to be the first Indian to show
up at her restaurant. Gloria began calling me ‘mi hijo’ or ‘my
son.’ Over several trips back to Quito from my research sites
in Andean communities, mama Gloria would not let me stay
anywhere but her home.
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In your own lives I pray that you experience the kindness of
strangers. When you do, and even if you don’t, pay it forward
to life’s fellow travelers who may be very different from you. I
hope you will find your own Cotopaxis, adopt and be adopted
by the rich diversity of life and love that surrounds us. Always
find new ways of seeing received wisdom, and if need be,
master the art of reflecting on and shedding dogmas along the
way. I have shed my share of prejudices and learned a simple
truth. No one is immune and we will fail the day we think we
are.

My research in Ecuador was on the conservation of indigenous
people’s knowledge of medicinal plants. Knowledge
conservation with low-literate Andean communities had its
challenges. The experience drove home for me the
foundational importance of strong literacy skills. We don’t
think about it this way, but literacy itself is humanity’s
greatest innovations for knowledge sharing, only about 6000
years old.

Finding life’s purpose

I found my life’s purpose in 1996 while writing my doctoral
dissertation back at Cornell. To keep up with my Spanish, and
procrastinate from writing my thesis, I liked to watch Spanish
films. In those days non-English language films came on VHS
tapes with English subtitles. As a student of Spanish I wanted
the subtitles to also be in Spanish, to be able to catch the
dialogue better. At one film viewing with friends, I had an ‘aha’
moment that continues to define my life. Why don’t they put
subtitles in Hindi, on Hindi films, Tamil, on Tamil films, and so
on in all Indian languages? It will make all of India fluently
literate. What seemed intuitively obvious back then, still, has
not been tried for literacy anywhere in the world.

Same Language Subtitling (SLS) is simply the idea of subtitling
all entertainment content on TV, films, and streaming
platforms in the ‘same’ language as the audio. Word for word,
what you hear is what you read. The logic is straightforward.
More than a billion people in India, including 600 million
weak-literates and 250 million non-literates, watch on
average 3-4 hours of entertainment TV every day. Whenever
they watch a serial, a movie, or a cartoon, the presence of SLS
would automatically give reading practice to weak readers
and motivate non-readers. A small change could literally put
1.4 billion Indians on a path to daily and lifelong reading
practice and improvement. The cost? INR 10 per person for
70 years of daily reading. That is the colossal power of
communication when a solution rides people’s passion.

Einstein said it beautifully, “Imagination is more important
than knowledge. Knowledge is limited. Imagination encircles
the world.” The SLS project imagines every Indian to be a
fluent reader in their own or any language(s). In an
unimaginable feat, today we’ve put all the world’s information
in every individual’s palm, yet the main barrier to access has
more to do with cognition rather than connectivity.



Let me for a moment ask you all to close your eyes for a thought
experiment. I will now take away just one of your skills. Your ability
to read. How has your world changed? What has happened to your
education? The value of smartphones in your pockets? Your
confidence? Your dignity? 850 million Indians, the overwhelming
majority female, are denied the power of fluent literacy. “Literacy”
is not a label but a state of functioning. India cannot be 80%
“literate” but where less than 40% can read simple texts
meaningfully.

Consider the power a fluently literate India will unleash on our
economy and indeed the world stage. Every individual with the
opportunity to realize their full potential. I believe SLS is a solution
that will encircle the world because other countries like the UK and
US are adopting it with celebrity campaigns to “Turn On The
Subtitles (TOTS)” on TV, aimed at children. Nearly three decades
into the SLS project, surely there is an irony here and a question:
Which will be the first country to scale SLS for literacy? I hope it is
the innovation’s birthplace.

The evidence-based case for SLS was made at IIM Ahmedabad
during my long association with the institute from 1996 to 2023.
My gratitude to IIM-A for the institutional base it gave me, knows
no bounds. It helped us push the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting (MIB) to frame Accessibility Standards for TV in
2019, which mandate SLS on half the entertainment content. The
challenge with any policy is quality implementation. Our Billion
Readers or BIRD initiative is presently aiming to implement SLS
nationally on all entertainment content, in all languages, through
IIT-Delhi’s School of Public Policy where I’ve begun a new chapter.

The core strategy of BIRD is simple. Ensure that the producers of
all entertainment content in any language – films, on TV, and OTT –
must create at source, an accompanying SLS file that has the
verbatim text and time codes. The industry and techies call it an
SRT file. In essence we are redefining video from audio + visuals,
to audio + visuals + text. Besides the nation scale social benefits, it
will make video completely searchable. We are not alone in this
fight.

In a massive victory for media access, Mr. Rahul Bajaj, a blind
Oxford educated advocate with two other blind and one deaf
petitioners, recently persuaded the Delhi High Court to mandate
SLS for the deaf and hard of hearing, and Audio-Description (AD)
for the visually impaired, on the biggest blockbusters of 2023,
Pathaan and Jawan. That led to MIB drafting the Accessibility
Standards for films, currently in the public domain for comment. All
2000 new films that come up for certification every year, will need
to submit quality SLS and AD files. Kudos to MIB for these
pathbreaking policies. Massive respect to the ordinary folk bending
the arc of power toward social justice.
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The story of SLS would be incomplete without a mention of the
resistance to change. Whenever you see SLS on TV, know, as
Victor Hugo said, “No army can [and in this case could] stop an
idea whose time has come.” Let me illustrate with a story the kind
of resistance one must face. I share it not to embarrass anyone, or
score points, but rather to convey the realism of system change.

In 2009, I was invited to make a formal presentation on SLS to the
Minister of Human Resource Development, the Secretary, Joint
Secretary, and other senior officers. I had already worked on SLS
for 13 years at IIM-A before I finally scored this opportunity.
Before I could settle and open my slides, the Minister said, “Tell
me what you’re going to tell me.” Not sure what to make of it, I
responded by saying, “I will talk about Same Language Subtitling
(SLS) on mainstream TV for mass reading literacy.” They shot back
(no, I’m not giving away their gender): “This has nothing to do with
literacy, you go somewhere else.” They then asked me to leave. I
was stunned. It did not matter that a professor from one of India’s
finest institutes had travelled from Ahmedabad to Delhi, to make a
presentation on an innovation he had worked on for over a decade.
Raw power could THAT easily trample someone’s efforts. I don’t
think I ever felt smaller or more humiliated. The setback was huge
because after that all the senior officers in the ministry would just
not entertain any conversation around SLS. But look, the Minister
is gone, and the idea persists.

Eighteen months later the NASSCOM foundation selected our SLS
project for a prize. At a glitzy ceremony in Delhi, I once again had
the honour of coming face to face with the same Minister. They
gave me the prize and graciously said, “Congratulations! Keep up
the good work.” However, they did not open the door for a follow
up conversation. Yes, I tried.

By virtue of your education, you will all rise to positions of power –
the power to nurture what’s good and to prune what’s not. Despite
your best intentions, sometimes you will err. That’s when you will
need the power of humility to accept mistakes and make amends.
The Minister in question did not have the grace. I hope you will.
DA-IICT’s class of 2024, my desire for you is that you too create
innovations, stumble on ideas that do good in this world, and
persist through walls of resistance because they will crack and
crumble. Make your purpose bigger than yourself, your family, or
your tribe; perhaps something that touches the entire nation and
indeed all of humanity.
Dear graduates – and the parents, professors, and well-wishers
who have helped you get to this point – I wish you all the
professional and personal success in the world. Equally, I pray
that you find a purpose that leaves this world better than you
found it. Congratulations from the bottom of my heart!
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Winners of the President’s Gold Medals 




